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DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE


The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal
Fund for Ministry 

The Diocese of Belleville is divided into five unique vicariates with specific challenges and needs.  The purpose of The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal Fund for Ministry is to award grants which encourage development and provide funding for unique programs and projects that address special needs within each vicariate…needs best identified by the people living there…while promoting the Gospel and Catholic faith throughout the Diocese of Belleville.
The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal Fund for Ministry is the outgrowth of a recommendation originally made by the 1989-1990 Diocesan Services Appeal (DSA) Review Committee.  Each year The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal (CSMA) Agency Allocation and Accountability Committee makes recommendations for the allocation of CSMA funds to various diocesan agencies, departments and ministries, including The CSMA Fund for Ministry.  Any monies allocated to The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal Fund for Ministry grant program are divided equally among the five vicariates. If a vicariate allocation is not entirely awarded in a given year, the money will be added to that vicariate’s funds for allocation the following year.
While requests for funding of operational and capital expenditures will be considered, priority is given to those grant applications requesting funding for innovative programs and projects which minister to particular local Catholic needs.  Collaborative projects between or among Catholic parishes, schools and organizations are encouraged.  
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Grant Application Guidelines
1. The deadline for grant applications is May 31, 2026. Grants will be awarded in October 2026. 

2. Catholic parishes, schools, groups and organizations in the Diocese of Belleville may apply.  Individuals are not eligible.

3. All grant application forms must include a letter of recommendation from a parish pastor, parish life coordinator or Catholic clergy sponsor.

4. There is no limit to the number of grant requests that may be submitted, but each must include a completed application form, letter of recommendation and all other required items listed on the form.
  
5. Grant recipients may reapply in subsequent years, but a specific project/program may not receive funding for more than two consecutive years.

6. Grant applications will be accepted and grant awards made on an annual basis. Application deadlines will be announced.

7. Organizations, agencies and departments of the diocese already funded in part or in total by The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal are not eligible for these grants.

8. Grant recipients must submit a final report explaining how funds have been expended when the project is completed or not later than one year from the time the grant is received.   Applications from those previously receiving a CSMA Fund for Ministry grant will not be accepted if a final report has not been submitted.
The Selection Process
Each Vicar Forane, with assistance from additional individuals within his vicariate (other clergy, religious or lay persons) will review all proposals from their respective vicariate and offer the Bishop their recommendations for funding.  All those applying for a Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal Fund for Ministry grant will be notified of the proposals selected by the Vicars Forane and approved for funding. Grant checks will be mailed shortly thereafter.
The Bishop has final decision-making authority in the funding of all proposals.

Additional information and application forms may be requested from Ms. Kathleen Hunt 
Office of Development, at (618) 277-8181, Ext. 1262, or khunt@diobelle.org
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